.College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Music, MSC 3F

New Mexico State University
P. 0. Box 30001

VERSITY Las Cruces, NM 88003-8001

Phone: 505-646-2421

March 8, 2012
Dear Friends in the Classical Music World:

Composer James Grant’s recent weeklong residency at New Mexico State
University was the single best project we’ve done at this university during my 20
plus years on the faculty. Dr. Grant is the consummate professional. He is an
engaging speaker, has a clear understanding of all the different skill levels that
must be addressed in a university setting (both majors and non-majors), and he
writes great music! When the outline of this project was being created, Grant
worked with our faculty to tailor music specifically for use during his visit. Then,
when he got to our campus, he worked with each student and faculty performer as
they finalized their preparations for performance. A campus visit from James
Grant is a highly recommended event for your university, and I would be happy to
discuss the project we did with the composer in more detail with anyone who has
interest in setting up a residency for this gifted artist.
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_Aames E. Shearer
” New Mexico State University

Regents Professor of Music

jshearer@nmsu.edu
575-646-2601



MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERSITY

October 15, 2012
Dear Colleagues:

Dr. James Grant’s Composer Residency with SYMBIOSISDUO at Morehead State University was a
truly inspiring collaborative experience for everyone involved. It also served to highlight a critical
need in our department since MSU no longer oftfers a degree program in composition.

During his 2-day residency, Dr. Grant attended rehearsals of SYMBIOSISDUO (Gail Robertson,
euphonium and Stacy Baker, tuba) and the MSU Symphony Band under the Direction of Dr. Richard
Miles in preparation for the premiere performance of his Double Concerto for Euphonium and Tuba
with Wind Ensemble. The students loved working on the piece and playing it as well as having the
opportunity to interact and learn about the creative process in composition from a living American
composer. Dr. Grant’s pre-concert talk gave the audience a chance to meet him and hear more about
the new concerto and the performance of the work was enthusiastically received!

Dr. Grant gave a feature interview for MSPR that was student produced and aired during his
residency. He presented a master class on the Business of Composition to Music, Theatre, and Dance
students and talked about the practical aspects of following their creative voices as they pursue their
dreams. His candor was much appreciated by students and faculty. Dr. Grant also had several
extremely productive meetings with one of our Undergraduate Research and Creative Fellows who
IS a composer.

To add an interdisciplinary component to the residency, Dr. Grant gave a presentation to English
majors on his choral symphony, Such Was The War, based on Walt Whitman’s correspondence,
prose and poetry written during the Civil War years, when Whitman worked as a volunteer nurse.
Dr. Grant’s speaking was absolutely eloquent and his presentation deeply meaningful as he detailed
how he chose and set the text through immersing himself in Whitman’s work during the many
months of his research.

James Grant is able to foster a genuine sense of community as he interacts with creative artists at all
levels bringing into focus our deep shared need to connect, to understand, and to be understood. He
has dared to commit his life fully to his passion and inspires us all as artists to do the same. Jim
brings a creative approach to everything he does — including pumpkin carving! I cannot express how
much everyone at MSU enjoyed his residency and we are looking forward to our next visit with Dr.
Grant!

Sincerely,
Protessor of Music — Tuba/Euphonium
Morehead State University

www.moreheadstate.edu



\SCHOOL OF

COLLEGE OF VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

January 31, 2013

It is with great pleasure that I recommend composer (and, now, good friend) James Grant to you.
Jim is an extraordinary collaborator- both through his music and also in more pedagogically-based
relationships that the composer/performer bond can create.

Last February we brought Jim to the University of South Florida in Tampa; the fifteen or so
members of the tuba and euphonium studio were each preparing one of Jim's solo works (or a
movement of a work). He spent an energetic afternoon with all of my students as one-by-one they
performed their selection while Jim offered a variety of commentary, assistance, guidance, and
cheer leading! It was an incredibly positive class and it lead to a fantastic performance a few days
later. The extraordinary kaleidoscope that Jim's music offers (from the formidable and somewhat
thorny “Three Furies” to the simple and elegant “Just a Thought” with a host of surprises in
between) ensures that a concert of his music will be a treat for performer and audience alike.
Jim's comments and notes to the audience during the concert served to introduce and enhance
the experience. My students gained new insights into the world of composing, the relationship of
performer to composer (and audience), and the joy of making music when you're working with
James Grant!

We are fortunate to have Jim nearby (he winters in Sarasota) as his close connection to my
students continues. Jim has worked with USF composition students as well and his roots continue
to take hold in the community. Yet Jim is the kind of collaborator that can connect almost instantly
with aroup and create a real "WOW" experience for your students.

PrincTpal Tuba, Sarasota Orchestra

UNIVERSITY OF 4202 East Fowler Avenue, FAH110
| | SF SOUTH FLORIDA Tampa, FL 33620.7350
COLLEGE OF VISUAL & (813) 974-2311 o FAX (813) 974-8721

PERFORMING ARTS



MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY

Murray TSN

November 22, 2013

TO: James Grant
FROM: Brian Ciach
RE: Your recent visit to Murray State University

Dear Jim:

Thank you for coming to Murray State University as a guest composer in
October! The performance of your Double Concerto for Tuba, Euphonium and Orchestra
was a great addition to our concert series. The students really rose to the occasion and
performed better than I have ever heard them play. The piece is marvelously virtuosic
and handsomely orchestrated. The quasi-modal, rich harmonic progressions in the second
movement were strikingly suited to these two brass instruments.

Our composition studio was extremely fortunate to have you as a guest artist-
composer in our composition seminar. They couldn't say enough about how inspiring
your words were to their craft. The fact that we lost track of time speaks for itself. From a
teaching standpoint, it is particularly effective when a guest artist comes and confirms
many of the ideas that [ have touched during lessons with students. Your words about the
composition process were inspiring to me--particularly what you said about keeping a
Post-It note on your desk which says, "Be obvious!"

I appreciated how the original music that you chose to play illustrated and
contextualized all that you said in words. You say many positive things in your lectures,
which touch people in different ways. There is much to glean from your expertise,
colorful stories, and personality. I consider myself lucky to know you.

Thank you, again, for spending time with us! I hope you will return soon!

Sincerely,
Brian Ciach

Assistant Professor in Music Theory, Composition, and Electronic Music
Murray State University

610.613.8133
bciach@murraystate.edu
sigh-ackmusic.org

Price Doyle Fine Arts 541 1499 Olive Blvd  Murray, KY 42071 murraystate.edu/music



@MURRAY

November 14, 2013
Dear Jim,

I cannot thank you enough for your recent visit to the Murray State music department. That you were so
generous with your time, outside of the rehearsals of your wind ensemble piece, really meant a lot to all
of us. Your masterclass with the composers was motivating and inspiring, and several of your ideas have
continued to reverberate throughout our studio even one week later. I have had further conversations with
students about not necessarily starting a piece from its beginning, the idea of musical gravity, and
compositional scaffolding (your space shuttle analogy), to name a few.

I wish you the very best with your upcoming projects and look forward to our continued friendship.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Mike D’ Ambrosio

Assistant Professor of Theory and Composition
Murray State University

504 Fine Arts Building

Murray, KY 42071

(270) 809-3142 office, (270) 970-0327 cell



%“ Herberger Institute

FOR DESIGN AND THE ARTS
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF MUSIC

October 13, 2015

Dear Jim,

I want to thank you for taking the time to share your expertise and life experiences with my
students in the Enterprising Musician class. Doing a “Skype clinic” was such a great idea
and equally effective as a live presentation. The students LOVED their time with you!

As young music entrepreneurs, it is incredibly important for the students to hear first hand
how a professional like you got started, to be able to ask questions, and learn how you
carved a career doing the things that that you are passionate about. I deeply appreciated that
you talked about the importance of creating your own opportunities, networking, and
making a plan for success. It was all so perfect in the timing of our semester! Thank you
too for the follow up notes. I will share those with the students next week as a follow up to
our time together.

Many thanks and I look forward to the next time our paths may cross.

Sincerely,
D“&wu@w o O/\

Dr. Deanna Swoboda

Assistant Professor of Tuba and Euphonium

Arizona State University

Past-President — International Tuba Euphonium Association
dswobod@asu.edu

602-432-0981

PO Box 870405, Tempe AZ, 85287-0405
480.965.3371 Fax: 480.965.2659 music.asu.edu
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