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LAMENT
for string orchestra

PROGRAM NOTES

    As its name suggests, LAMENT for string orchestra is not a lighthearted work. 
It is, rather, a meditation on the myriad emotional and spiritual challenges that 
daily confront us all.   An opening lamentation gently beseeches, gives way to
rising passions and swells into full and compelling grief.  As the mood clears, a 
slim sense of hope surfaces, hovers tentatively, then transcends into the sublime.  
Once more, the spirit gathers strength and begins its journey towards renewal.

    (A current bio of the composer is available online at www.JamesGrantMusic.com)

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

    Although conceived for a full orchestral string section, LAMENT is effectively 
performed by a smaller contingent of strings (but perhaps no less than 4.3.2.2.1).

    The piece can be performed without doublebass, though this is not encouraged.

    Divisi in the first violins is required where indicated.

    All double stops are intended to be played as written.  At the discretion of the 
conductor, however, the double stops can be arranged divisi to accommodate the 
size of the ensemble and the abilities of its players.

    The music of the four soli violins found between rehearsal F and G is printed in 
both Vln. I and Vln. II orchestral parts.  These soli parts, therefore, need not 
necessarily be restricted to the first two desks in the Vln. I section.

    Duration:  ca. 10:00 min.

    LAMENT was commissioned and first performed by the New Orchestra of Boston
under the direction of David Epstein, Music Director.

Copyright ©2001 James Grant / Grantwood Music Press (A.S.C.A.P.)
www.JamesGrantMusic.com
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- Whenever you perform Lament, please remember to fill out the performance notification form found at www.JamesGrantMusic.com - 


